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2020 has been a hugely disrupted year
for us all, and the impacts of COVID-19
continue to affect the not-for-profit
sector and the refugee community in
particular. RASSA has continued to
provide pro bono migration assistance to
people seeking asylum, but there has
been no opportunity to expand our
service.  

RASSA went into the 2020 financial year
with a focus on exploring all options to
ensure the sustainability of pro bono
migration assistance in South Australia,
in an increasingly limited funding
environment.  The impact of the global
Corona virus pandemic has meant that
we have had to narrow our focus, and any
plans for restructuring our service have
been put on hold.  RASSA has been very
lucky to have had the assistance of the
JobKeeper scheme to continue to employ
our part-time migration agent Arvin, and
we are immensely grateful to him for his
excellent work in frequently challenging
circumstances.    

Our ability to engage in fundraising and
education activities has been
significantly curtailed, and as a result we
were unable to hold any events in
Refugee Week 2020, which has always
been the focus for our fundraising efforts.

The impact of COVID-19 has been
particularly strong because our
organisation depends so much upon the
volunteer work of members of the
management committee, who have found
themselves juggling increased family and
workplace demands.  As a micro not-for-
profit we have had to be realistic about
our ability to respond to the changed
conditions, and have focused on
maintaining our current service despite
interruptions and a shift to working
remotely. 
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CHAIRPERSON'S REPORT

TARUNA HEUZENROEDER

Despite the challenges of 2020, RASSA
continues to do our absolute best to
ensure that pro bono migration advice is
available in South Australia to people
seeking asylum.  As always, I am grateful  
for the support of the other members of
the management committee, and in
particularly acknowledge the
contributions of RASSA Secretary
Nadeem Shaki and Deputy Chairperson
Emily Rutherford.

Particular thanks also to former
management committee members
Fabienne Vidal Reilly and Emma Riggs,
for all their work on the committee
(Emma had been a committee member
for nine years).  They will both be missed. 
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MIGRATION ASSISTANCE PROJECT
In the 2020 financial year RASSA responded to a total of 195 requests for assistance,
just over 16 requests per month.  We have continued to provide assistance with
submissions on Immigration Assessment Authority reviews, and with subsequent
applications for Temporary Protection and Safe Haven Enterprise visas.  

The Department of Home Affairs statistics show that as at October 2020, only 97 TPV
and SHEV applications for the 'historical caseload' remain undetermined, of 4,884
nationally.  However, because the 'fast track' process started in 2015, and the
maximum visa length is only five years, we expect to increasingly see TPV and SHEV
holders whose visas are expiring requesting assistance with subsequent visa
applications.    

COVID-19 
The challenges of COVID-19 have been significant for refugees and those seeking
asylum in South Australia, and across the country. Most of RASSA's clientele, holding
Bridging visas, are ineligible for any JobKeeper or JobSeeker payments. High numbers
work in affected fields of employment, such as gig-economy workers (Uber
drivers), or in factories. Employers were therefore much more likely to stand-down
these workers, rather than those for whom JobKeeper could be claimed. Neither
the Federal nor State governments provided any support, which has placed an
immense burden on the community sector.

The issues presented by COVID-19 are still being faced by people seeking asylum,
with no end in sight.  Funds and donations are desperately needed by services
providing food and accommodation, and while RASSA can currently maintain services
due to the availability of the JobKeeper subsidy, it is uncertain how long this will
continue. 



In 2019-2020 RASSA's key expenses 
were:
 · Salaries & Superannuation - $52,090
 · Interpreting - $1,488
The effect of the global pandemic, and
restrictions on face to face gatherings,
meant that no fundraising events were
held in this financial year, resulting in a
sharp decrease in donation and
fundraising income (cumulatively just
$4,121 in 2019-20 compared with
$27,034 in 2018-19).   

We are grateful that RASSA has
continued to qualify for JobKeeper
support in the first half of 2021, but we
anticipate that difficult decisions will
have to be made about our expenditure
in early 2021 as the government rolls
back COVID-19 stimulus payments. 
 
Unfortunately RASSA has not been able
to secure any new grants, and the
funding environment means that it is
unlikely that this will change in the short
term.
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TREASURER'S REPORT

EMANUELA RADULESCU

DONATION & FUNDRAISING INCOME - 2016 TO 2020
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GRANT INCOME - 2016 TO 2020 (YEAR AWARDED)

In 2019-20 RASSA has thankfully
received JobKeeper payments of $6,000
as well as the $10,000 cash flow boost
for employers.  Without these payments,
which continue into the 2021 financial
year,  RASSA would have had to
significantly reduce its expenditure in the
second half of 2020.  
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THANK YOU

Our dedicated volunteers
Private donors
The Broadley Trust
Flinders University of South Australia
The Quaker Shop
Grants SA

 

David Manne
Linda Budd
Compass Group SA Pty Ltd
Pedro Villacorta-Morote
Murray Chambers 
Camatta Lempens Pty Ltd 

RASSA receives no recurrent funding, and we would not exist without the help of
our volunteers, donors and other supporters.  RASSA would like in particular to
thank the following individuals, organisations and groups in 2020:

REFUGEE ADVOCACY SERVICE OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA INC
ABN 65 354 907 988
www.rassa.org.au


