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RASSA continues to provide pro bono
migration assistance to people seeking
asylum under the so called 'fast track',
including clients whose initial three or
five year visas are coming to an end. We
are also increasingly seeing clients who
are homeless or at risk of homelessness,
and who need assistance with filing fees.  
The need in the community for free
migration assistance continues - as at
June 2019 389 'fast track' applications
remained unresolved in South Australia.
Those who were granted protection visas
in the early years of the 'fast track' are
now also facing the prospect of having to
make a further application to prevent
being removed to their home country.
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CHAIRPERSON'S REPORT

TARUNA HEUZENROEDER

The lack of recurrent, or even significant
one-off, funding opportunities to support
our Migration Assistance Project
continues to be a major challenge to our
organisation.  We are extremely grateful
to Flinders University, the Broadley Trust
and the Quaker Shop, for their support
and to all our individual donors.

 

In Refugee Week 2019, RASSA held its
most successful fundraising dinner yet at
Chicco Palms, raising over $14,000, and
we are immensely grateful to all those
who attended the dinner or donated.  In
the last 12 months our supporter base
has grown 52 per cent.  However, we are
not able to sustain our service entirely
through donation income, and so we
continue to explore ways to ensure the
future of our service.  In August 2019 the
board held a planning day focusing on
the sustainability of our organisation. We
are grateful to Ippei Okazaki, for
volunteering his time to facilitate. 

 

Our Migration Assistance Project would
not exist without our dedicated part-time
migration agent, Edel Arvin Chang.  In all
other matters we rely upon the hard work
of our volunteer committee, and my
particular thanks go to Deputy Chair
Emily Rutherford.
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ALEX - A STORY AMONGST OTHERS
Alex*, an Afghan man, was referred to RASSA's Migration Assistance Project for help
to make a second application for a temporary protection visa, as his first three-year
visa was coming to an end.  Despite having been recognised as someone to whom
Australia owes protection obligations, there was very limited support available to
help Alex.  He was unemployed due to mental health issues, and as a result, had
also been homeless for the past two years. In order to make a valid visa application,
Alex needed to have a residential address, and this proved a gargantuan task.  Due
to the low level of income support provided to vulnerable refugees, Alex was not
able to even pay the $35 filing fee, which RASSA paid on his behalf.
 
* Alex's name has been changed, and some details altered, to protect his confidentiality

MIGRATION ASSISTANCE PROJECT
Since launching the Migration Assistance Project in August 2015, RASSA has assisted
more than 240 people seeking asylum with 'fast track' applications for temporary
protection visas and safe haven enterprise visas.  Assistance offered includes initial
and subsequent visa applications, post-lodgement assistance, and Immigration
Assessment Authority Reviews.  RASSA also endeavours to refer people seeking
asylum to other services where we are not able to provide assistance.

Sri Lanka
37.4%

Afghanistan
21%

Myanma
13.6%

Other
10.7%

Pakistan
10.3%

Vietnam
4.1%

Somalia
2.9%

Tamil
30%

Hazaragi
20%Farsi

14.8%

Other 
13.4%

Rohingya
10%

Arabic
4.1%

Dari
4.1%

CLIENT COUNTRY OF ORIGIN

CLIENT MAIN LANGUAGE



0 4  |  A N N U A L  R E P O R T  2 0 1 9

TRAINING & EDUCATION
On 20 March 2019 RASSA Deputy Chair and Registered Migration Agent Emily
Rutherford delivered a continuing professional education seminar to 11 lawyers and
migration agents, on the topic 'Research and Submission Writing in Asylum Cases'.  

In Refugee Week 2019 RASSA partnered with the University of Adelaide's Public
Law and Policy Research Unit and JusticeNet SA to present a free Refugee Week
lecture.  This year's lecture was given by David Burke of the Human Rights Law
Centre on the topic 'Medevac: Providing Medical Care to Asylum Seekers in
Australia', and explored the legal and ethical issues that led to the Medevac
legislation which aimed to provide medical care, in Australia, to people seeking
asylum.
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FUNDRAISING
On 17 June 2019 RASSA held its third Refugee Week fundraising dinner, at Chicco
Palms in Brooklyn Park.  This event was our most successful fundraising event to
date, raising more than $14,000 for RASSA's Migration Assistance Project.  Thank
you to all who attended or sponsored this event, in particular our hosts Chicco
Palms, and our drinks sponsors Bondar Wines and Pirate Life beer.



In 2018/2019 RASSA's key expenses 
were:
 · Salaries & Superannuation - $48,095
 · Fundraising Expenses – $6,981
 · Interpreting - $7,561
 ·  Write Off - $3,548
Overall expenditure this financial year
was slightly higher in contrast to the
previous year. This was due to the
fundraising expenditure of approximately
$1,800 from the 2017/ 2018 financial
being paid in this financial year. RASSA’s
main expense continues to be salaries. 

However, RASSA was not able to secure
new funding in this financial year, which
places strain on RASSA’s financial
position for the 2020/2021 financial
year.  RASSA's current activities are
supported by revenue generated from
fundraising activities and donations
along with a small carry forward from a
previous interpreting grant.
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TREASURER'S REPORT

EMANUELA RADULESCU

DONATION & FUNDRAISING INCOME - 2016 TO 2019
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In 2018-2019 RASSA has gratefully
received donations totaling $8,241.
However, this marks a continued decline
in donations in contrast to last financial
year.  We further generated a total of
$18,792 from fundraising activities; an
increase of 30.6% compared to the
previous year.
 

 

Our partnership with Flinders University
continues and is vital in supporting
RASSA’s work by providing free office
accommodation. The board continues to
pursue grants and avenues to generate
income to support RASSA’s activities in
an increasingly competative charitable
environment.
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THANK YOU

Our dedicated volunteers
Private donors
The Broadley Trust
Flinders University of South Australia
The Quaker Shop
Grants SA
Compass Group SA Pty Ltd
Pedro Villacorta-Morote
Chicco Palms
Pirate Life
Bondar Wines
 
 

Ippei Okazaki
David Burke 
Human Rights Law Centre
JusticeNet SA
Murray Chambers 
Camatta Lempens Pty Ltd 
Claire O'Connor SC 
Alex Reilly   
All the individuals and organisations
who donated auction items to our
fundraising dinner

RASSA receives no recurrent funding, and we would not exist without the help of
our voulunteers, donors and other supporters.  RASSA would like in particular to
thank the following individuals, organisations and groups in 2019:

REFUGEE ADVOCACY SERVICE OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA INC
ABN 65 354 907 988
www.rassa.org.au


